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This brief biography of Ippolito Desideri
is drawn from a previous biography, Ippo-
lito Desideri $.. alla scoperta dei Tibet e
del buddhismo, published in ltalian in
2006, and from another, more detailed
biography which is in the process of com-
pletion; as well as extensive archival and
library documentation published in 2007
by the Jesuit Historical Institute. It is also
the result of over ten years of research in
many settings.

Readers can therefore refer to the aboye
texts for source material and to some fun-
damental texts indicated below. English
translations are taken from the editions of
Filippo De Filippi, for the Relazione [DE
FILIPPf (ed.) 19321,and Henri Hosten, for
the letters [HOSTEN (9381, ;
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